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Charles Dickens 
magazine, 
Household 
Words. 

1976 - Apple 
Computer is formed 
by Steve Jobs and 
Steve Wozniak.

1 April 2009 / Issue 16     The only publication where no sentences are left without a verb and none begins with “and”.

Perseverance, n: A lowly virtue whereby mediocrity achieves an inglorious success - Ambrose Bierce, The Devil’s Dictionary

Editorial

Splitting your identity 
into bits!

“Hello,

My names are Esther Diane, am really in search of a good 
partner or friend who understands the meaning of partnership or 
friendship as trustfulness, faithfulness and honesty in each other, 

rather than one who sees both as the only a way of fun but a 
mature person with nice vision of what the world is all about, so 

please reply to me with my private e-mail address below and i 
hope that you will grant my request.

Thanks and remain bless,

Am Esther.”

You may be familiar with this kind of electronic 
communication which is better known as “Spam”.

Interestingly, the email signs-off with:

please remember that distance do not matter in this our 
relationship, thanks. 

It is true that distance does not matter in some areas of 
electronic communication, provided, you have established 
trust before. In this case, it is clear that the person is not to 
be trusted because her, or his, identity cannot be 
established.

There are several indicators for this and I will highlight 
three. First, the sender’s email address is different from the 
one we are asked to reply-to, indicating that the sender’s 
email has been taken over to try to legitimise the source.

Secondly the message is too good to be true. Thirdly, it is 
riddled with grammatical mistakes.

While many internet users can now easily avoid such 
pitfalls, they are still struggling with the converse problem: 
how do I convince my interlocutor that I am who I say I 
am? 

In a presentation on Digital Identity, Dick Hardt makes the 
following points: identity helps predict behaviour and 
allows transactions to take place.

A third party knows who you are partly because you 
supply information such as name, surname, driver’s 
licence, passport, pictures, address, phone numbers, email, 
birth certificate., pin numbers, passwords etc... 

Once they are cross-references, a transaction can take place: 
buying a plane ticket online for instance. In a not-too-
distant future, computers and hand-held devices might be 

able 
to scan your retina or read your DNA to make 
identification easier and even more secure. 

This system of identification however, only deals with one 
aspect of identity; one that deals with coordinating 
transactions,crossing, or not crossing, boundaries. In 
general it establishes the rules by which society tells its 
members what they can or cannot do.

Technology also allows you to change identity in a 
heartbeat. A serf 600 years ago, was a serf, pretty much 
throughout his life. Now you can be an architect, a fishing 
enthusiast, a Beatles fan all within a minute, sending an 
email here, a message there and while talking on the 
phone.

Complaints about shortening attention-spans abound and  
show no signs of abating. 

Perhaps, we will evolve into a species whose bodies host 
an ever-increasing number of unrelated personalities, After 
the 15 minutes of fame, come an endless series of 15 
seconds of highly focused attention-span to deal with an 
ever-increasing number of identities.

Wahyd Vannoni
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Rising Waters
The following articles relate to rising sea-levels and 
how they might affect two series of islands: the 
Kiribati islands and the Scilly isles part of the 
United Kingdom.

The Scilly Isles: Denial about 
impending doom.

The forecast points to rising sea levels and 
frequent violent storms leading to flooding.

The Scilly Isles will be taken over by a meter-
plus rise of sea water in this century. These 
isles are particularly vulnerable relative to the 
UK because they lay isolated, 28 mi. out in the 
Atlantic from the UK’s mainland.

The so-called Maldives of the Atlantic Ocean 
are surrounded by submerged islands already, 
a grim reminder of watery destruction to come. 
(These surrounding islands were invaded by 
rising sea levels within the past several 
centuries.) You can still find archaeological 
remains. What now constitute hilltops, though, 
used to stand much higher. How depressing. 
The Scilly Isles will be the next Tuvalu.

The plan now is mitigation. Personally, I think 
this shows denial and procrastination. What 
they should be working on are plans to move 
residents (11,000 households, folks) out onto 
higher land. They need to educate the Scilly 
Isles’ inhabitants about their options-what they 
can do with their savings, how they could 
move their belongings to their new homes, 
where they could establish themselves in the 
UK, and so on. I imagine that at least Britain, if 
not the whole UK, will offer these unfortunate 
people help.

“The bottom line is that we mustn’t bury our 
heads in the sand,” commented Andrew 

Davey, an 
expert on 
coastal 
matters for 
the National 
Trust.

Right: the 
sooner the 
better, so why 
aren’t they 
getting their 
asses in gear? 
It seems to me 
like they don’t 
want to freak 
people out-
but they should! Maybe the very decision-
makers are freaking out and they don’t even 
know it yet, hence the rampant denial and 
choice of mitigation over sensible action.

But really, if we’re ALL going to wait until the 
last minute to salvage refugees, we won’t be 
able to ask each other for help, because we’ll be 
too caught up helping those nearest us 
geographically, nationally, and so on. We’ll be 
donating money to campaigns aiding people in 
our own country, right? Desperate times lead 
to protecting your “own” and neglecting 
everyone else. In desperate times, we don’t 
think straight.

Save Eco Destinations is here to spread the 
word and raise awareness.

On the web:
http://saveecodestinations.wordpress.com/
ecodestination@gmail.com.

Kiribati buy islands for survival.

The number of countries wanting to 
purchase land in safer countries to 
relocate its people and prevent them from 

being environmental refugees in the 
event their country is submerged 
due to sea level rise caused by global 
warming is on the rise.

The latest to join the list of countries 
wanting to purchase land elsewhere 
is the pacific island nation of 
Kiribati. Kiribati President Anote 
Tong on the 9 th of this month has 
indicated that his country, which is 
on the verge of being submerged due 
to rise in sea levels caused by global 
warming may buy land elsewhere to 
relocate its people.

Speaking on the issue he said we 
would consider buying land or the 

alternative would be that we die, and be 
extinct.

Global warming is increasing; warmer 
temperatures are melting icecaps, 
expanding the volume of oceans and 
causing more intense storm systems, low 
level islands are at severe risk , he said. 
He said these trends may not be reversed.

Ever since Maldives President Mohamed 
Nasheed floated the idea, the subject has 
caught the attention of world media. 
Kiribati is the second nation after 
Maldives that expressed the idea of 
purchasing land elsewhere to relocate and 
save its people from going extinct.

Despite few criticisms, stating that it was 
not the solution and that such relocation 
was virtually impossible; many countries 
have expressed support to the idea.

Kim Carstensen, climate-change program 
director for the environmental group 
WWF International, in response to 
Kiribathi leader’s announcement, has 
expressed that he can fully appreciative 
why responsible leaders of countries like 
Kiribati and the Maldives want to take 
action now and that he was expecting 
more countries to follow.

Carstensen said hundreds of millions of 
people are at risk from the consequences 
of climate change in the form of rising sea 
levels for small island-states, like 
Maldives, Kiribati and low-lying 
countries like Bangladesh.

On the web:

http://discovermaldives.wordpress.com

experiences

Isles of Scilly
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April’s Fools day
April Fools' Day or All Fools' Day, although not a holiday in its own 
right, is a notable day celebrated in many countries on April 1. 

The day is marked by the commission of hoaxes and other practical jokes of 
varying sophistication on friends, family members, enemies, and 
neighbors, or sending them on a fool's errand, the aim of which is to 
embarrass the gullible. Traditionally, in some countries, the jokes only last 
until noon: like UK, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and South Africa, 
someone who plays a trick after noon is called an "April Fool". 

Elsewhere, such as in Ireland, France, and the USA, the jokes last all day.

Here follows selected “fool’s” headlines for this April 1st.

inthemix.com.au
ITM Exclusive: Goodwill reveals 'The Circle' is coming

illawarramercury.com.au
Wollongong lighthouse is leaning

youtube.com
Field Microwave (for the army)

rovefeed.com
Rove to step aside from chat show

economist.com
Explore a clickable map of The Economist's new theme park

mumbrella.com.au
Revealed: Secret government plan to tax Twitter

digital-retribution.com
Site will be blocked under proposed government internet filtering

obscurestudios.co.uk
Featured fake topics such as Microsoft adopting BluRay for the 
XBox360 console and the Grand Theft Auto 4 DLC coming to PS3

zdnet.com.au
Australian Govt awarded its $4.7 billion National Broadband 
Network contract to a secretive consortium backed by the wealthy 
Packer and Murdoch families.

guardian.co.uk
Guardian kills print version and goes to Twitter only

nihongonotes.com
Osmosis: The easiest way to learn Japanese

guide2bristol.com
Cyclists in Congestion Charge Shock

asia.cnet.com
New iPhone to run Windows Mobile 7.0

flightglobal.com
Concorde to fly again

cyclonedairy.com
Selling Dairy Products from Cloned Cows

blogs.nzherald.co.nz
Microsoft buys Apple

Real news on April Fools' Day

    * The April 1, 1946 Aleutian Island earthquake tsunami that 
killed 165 people in Hawaii and Alaska resulted in the creation of a 
tsunami warning system (specifically the Pacific Tsunami Warning 
Centre), established in 1949 for Pacific Ocean countries. The 
tsunami in question is known in Hawaii as the "April Fools' Day 
Tsunami" due to people drowning because of the assumptions that 
the warnings were an April Fools' prank.

    * The death of King George II of Greece on April 1, 1947.

    * The AMC Gremlin was first introduced on April 1, 1970.

    * Gmail's April 2004 launch was widely believed to be a prank, as 
Google traditionally perpetrates April Fools' Day hoaxes each April 
1 (see Google's hoaxes.) Another Google-related event that turned 
out not to be a hoax occurred on April 1, 2007, when employees at 
Google's New York City office were alerted that a ball python kept 
in an engineer's cubicle had escaped and was on the loose. An 
internal e-mail acknowledged that "the timing…could not be more 
awkward" but that the snake's escape was in fact an actual 
occurrence and not a prank.

    * On April 1, 1984, singer Marvin Gaye was shot and killed by his 
father. Originally, people assumed that it was a fake news story, 
especially considering the bizarre aspect of the father being the 
murderer.

expressions

http://tinyurl.com/cltojl

April 1st 2001 in Denmark, regarding Copenhagen's new subway

http://tinyurl.com/cltojl
http://tinyurl.com/cltojl
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Be Published!
Manifest is interested in publishing original ideas and creations.

You may send your article, poem, book-review, opinion, short-story, feedback, pictures, interviews, 
essays to the following email:

i n f o @ m e d i a c o d e x . c o m

If you wish to remain anonymous please say so; otherwise, include one, some or all of the following: 
your name, age, nickname, location, short profile and a picture. 

Attachments should be kept under 3 megabytes. 

Submissions may be edited for clarity.

Important Change to subscriptions 
Due to the ever-growing number of subscribers, this is the last issue in which Manifest will be sent 
directly to your email. Manifest will be available as always, through its website

http://manifestmagazine.wordpress.com

BOBO CRAXI
A FACEBOOK INTERVIEW

A FACEBOOK interview with Vittorio (Bobo) Craxi, leader of the Partito 
Socialista Italiano and former Foreign Vice-Minister.

What is Socialism today?

It represents the most important political family of the continent, the largest and 
oldest too.

There is a great continuity between the challenges it was called to meet during 
last century and the new challenge to which it is called today to respond to.

"People first" is the title of the manifesto of policies that all European 
Socialists have signed in Madrid. It emphasizes their common commitment 
to govern twenty-seven European countries out of this economic crisis.

What is the socialists’ position on immigration?

The European Socialists believe that in order to prevent and combat the growing phenomena of xenophobia and 
racism we need to step-up policies that favour the integration of immigrants.

This means giving priority to education and  insuring that the rule of law is upheld in the workplace.

Most clandestine work depends on the abuse of human rights, which is not tolerable in the 21st century.

What is your sense of new media platforms such as Facebook? Have they changed politics in Italy?

Relatively speaking, the number of new media users in Italy is quite small.

I find this medium “cold”, but the speed with which it allows ideas and information to spread certainly helps 
solidify the democratic process.

On the web at www.bobocraxi.it

Vittoria (Bobo) Craxi at the United Nations during his tenure as Foreign 
Vive-Minister

See the original interview in Italian at:  
http://manifestmagazine.wordpress.com/
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