
GeoLocation: 42°21′28″N 71°03′42″W

1

Manifest
E d i t o r i a l

Presidential 
Debates

It would be tempting for “Manifest” to 
throw a coin in the air, assign heads and 
tales to the current presidential runners 
and, upon landing, throw its editorial 
might on the winner of the toss thereby 
shaping US history for the next eight 
years.

In the interest of keeping the suspense 
alive, we opt instead for pointing out a 
few techniques that you should be 
looking for during the upcoming US 
presidential-debates.

Framing the debate.

Prior to the second Ronald Reagan / 
Walter Mondale debate in 1984, much 
was made of Ronald Reagan's age. Mr 
Reagan successfully re-framed the issue 
by saying:

"I will not make age an issue of this 
campaign. I am not going to exploit, for 
political purposes, my opponent's 
youth and inexperience." All of the 
sudden, the debate was not going to be 
about old age, but about experience and 
lack of it.

Twenty-three years later Nicolas 
Sarkozy gained the upper hand early 
on when during his debate with 
Ségolène Royal he framed it in the first 
few minutes. 

Journalist: "Just to loosen-up the 
atmosphere 'how do you feel' madame 

Royal?"

Royal: "Very well, proud to be here, very 
happy"

Journalist: “How about you Nicolas 
Sarkozy?”

Sarkozy: 
“[I am] Focused: this debate is a big 

responsibility... the French people have 
selected Mrs Royal and I to give back the 

dignity to politics... [people] will be able to 
say by the end of this debate ‘we know 

where each candidate stands’.”

Questions come in two general 
categories: open-ended and close-
ended. This first question by the 
journalist was of the former kind. When 
asked "How do you feel?" one does not 
expect a precise answer (although the 
answer may be precise).

Mrs Royal's answer lasted four seconds. 
The problem was that she missed an 
opportunity to frame the debate once 
and for all. She could have stated why 
she was there and what her key 
messages were. Instead, perhaps 
because of lack of preparation and 
focus, she did not seize the moment. Mr 
Sarkozy on the other hand did not miss 
this opportunity. In this case, Mr 
Sarkozy told the viewers what the 
debate was going to be about (dignity) 
and how to think about it (know where 
each candidate stands). Once the debate 
is framed, it is very difficult for both 
viewers and debaters alike to step-out 
of it. 

As Thomas Friedman said, “if you 
name an issue, you own it”.

Facts stand in the way of opinions.

People like to believe that they are 
objective in their decision-making 
process. Most likely, people vote on the 
basis of “these are the opinions upon 
which my facts are based”. 
Nonetheless, any respectable post-
Aristotelian form of government has to 
pay lip-service to science, statistics and 
facts.

Be prepared therefore, to withstand a 
sustained assault by both debaters. Any 
data presented to you will be qualified 
by a “facts speak for themselves” 
statement or something to that effect.

Unfortunately the facts tend not to 
speak for themselves. You will have to 
perform mathematical gymnastics 
throughout the night to beat meaning 
out of a single piece of data. Whenever 
a statistic or fact will be provided ask 
the following questions: 

• Who is the source of the data?
• Are there other sources?
• Would the data change if I chose a 

different time-frame?
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Once 
upon a time 

“ 15 September ”

1616
The first non-
aristocratic, free public 
school in Europe is 
opened in Frascati, Italy.

1835
The HMS Beagle, with 
Charles Darwin aboard, 
reaches the Galápagos 
Islands.

15 Septembre 2008 / Issue 4     The only publication where no sentences are left without a verb and none begins with “and”.

“Believe nothing until it has been officially denied”. Claude Cockburn
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Third Mom 
By Marie P.

I'm Third Mom, known to everyone else as 
Margie, adoptive mom of two Korean teens. I live 
in Northern Virginia, with my husband R, our 17-
year-old son and 15-year-old daughter. R and I 
have been married for almost 32 years. We met at 
Georgetown University, our alma mater, and 
have lived in the DC area ever since.

I studied foreign languages and applied 
linguistics at 
Georgetown, and 
taught for eight years 
in the Fairfax County 
Public School system, 
followed by several 
years teaching at a 
private ESL school for 
adults. I now work as 
a program manager 
in 
telecommunications, 
but my dream is to 
return to school for a 
degree in sociology.

R is a stay-at-home-
dad, and has been 
since our son arrived 
in 1989. His passion is 
antiques, so I've 
grown used to a 
parade of furniture 
and things in and out 
of our garage. And 
I've also learned how 
to snag the good stuff 
for myself.

Our children, P and 
M, are now teens. P is 
the intellectual in the 
family, a highly-motivated student who is totally 
devoted to drama and theater at his school. M is 
the athlete, and is competing nationally in 
taekwondo, her passion. P is a senior this year, 
heavy into the college search; M is a sophomore 
with her eyes set on learning to drive.

In 1996, a group of close friends and I co-founded 
an organization called Korean Focus. KF's 
mission is to help create connections between the 
Korean adoption and Korean American 
community in our area. KF sponsors programs 
on Korean culture and adoption issues, and now 
has chapters in Maryland, Cincinnati, and Seattle, 
and a new one underway in Indiana. For a small 
organization it has done some great events, and 
I've loved every minute of my involvement.

Our Story

My husband and I came to adoption by way of 
infertility. We adopted through a large agency in 
Washington, DC. Our first child, our son, arrived 
in 1989, and our daughter joined our family in 
1991. They are exactly two years apart, and were 
six and four months, respectively, when they 
arrived.

Our decision to adopt Korean children was 
influenced by nothing we can think of other than 
a desire to work with an agency that would work 
with a couple nearing forty. When we reached 
our decision, we learned that a neighbor was also 

in the process of adopting a Korean child. They 
shared their experience, we felt it was a good 
path for us, and so we proceeded.

We knew absolutely nothing about adoption. We 
took an adoption preparation class and attended 
seminars, but that's about it. At the time, our 
agency offered little preparation outside of the 
homestudy. Reading helped somewhat, but at the 
end of the day we were little prepared to support 
our children's emotional needs.

Reality hit me at the airport on the day our son 
arrived. His birth mother's presence was 
overwhelming. Who was she and who was his 
father? His grandparents? Where were they? 

Why were they separated in the first place? Why 
did we need to stay separated?

In the intervening 17 years I've learned that the 
complexity of the adoption of Korean children 
offers many questions, many concerns, and few 
answers. The joy I now and always will feel at 
being my children's mom will never dampen, but 
I recognize now more than ever that my joy came 
at a great price. So, I do what I can now to 
increase their chances of finding their birth 
families in the future. I keep the hope for those 
reunions in my heart.

---

Let me tell you about 
all of my mommies!" 
said my five-year-old 

son one day as we sat in our kitchen. He began 
counting: "There's my first mother in Korea, then 
Mrs. Cho (his foster mother), and then you - 
you're my third mom!" So simple to his five-year-
old mind - but of course adoption is anything but 
simple. By sharing my thoughts here I hope to 
better understand the experience that has shaped 
my life.

This series will return in subsequent issues of 
Manifest.

http://thirdmom.blogspot.com

experiences

Cecília Murgel, São Paulo, Brasil. Ink on “Moleskin” Notebook.

http://thirdmom.blogspot.com
http://thirdmom.blogspot.com
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Erik Berndt lives in Frankfurt am Main, 
Germany. He now considers himself as an 
illustrator though he started drawing 
relatively late in life. 

In this essay, Erik shares with Manifest his 
feelings about failure, the tension 
between money and art, and what it all 
means for him.

By Erik Bengt.

I must admit that when I started drawing at age 30, 
I had hoped to get out of the working world... at 
the least, having to do so only on a part-time basis.

I also believe, that "developing one's talents" is 
something, everyone ought to do.

After years of practice I presented around 100 of 
my drawings to a state art school in Offenbach, 
Germany.

"We aren't a university of elders ... do you want to 
prevent the young from studying?" is what the 
professor said at first sight.

The professor however, took a second look at my 
drawings. "You are an artistic person, perhaps one 
of my colleagues is in the mood for something like 
that" he said.

But the seemingly bad-tempered people at the 
school eventually rejected my application to study 
more technical skills like printmaking. I was also a 
little bothered about the "brainstorming" sessions 
the students had to undergo. [I am not really sad 
about it].

I recently made three attempts at the local 
"artothek" (art for hire) and failed as many times in 

participating in the regional "Artists' Christmas 
Market" at the local town hall.

Reasons are usually never given. At best, they 
might say "it doesn't match the kind of demand we 
have".

One piece of feedback I kept hearing from wider 
circles, especially from pub-owners, is this: "these 
pictures are illustrations, not art!"

At first I thought these guys were just being silly. 
Nowadays I take this statement more seriously.  I 
realised that the art scene is indeed divided into 
"artists" and "illustrators". I have no problem 
belonging to the latter.

Consequently, I have mailed my contributions to 
the "Young Illustrators Award" which will take 
place in Zürich 2 months from now. Perhaps they 
will accept my drawings and exhibit my drawings.

There is a selfish aspect to developing artistic 
talents. One shouldn't expect to get money for it. 
On the other hand, not being selfish and accepting 
commissions from people could mean the end of 
struggling with bills. Therefore, my solo-project 
has to keep moving forward, hoping to find a niche 
somewhere.

This leads me to the founder of Greenpeace, who 
decided to serve society in a more glamorous 
manner than working at the postal service. He then 
decided to sever his link to the movement, because 
of "technological-analphabets employing Gestapo 
methods" took over.

I have sometimes used similar expressions to 
characterise the people who have transformed the 
art scene into an ideological battleground. But 
drawing is simply an egocentric project and one 
should not complain.

Surprisingly I've not turned into a dispirited cynic 
(as the above mentioned art-teacher apparently 
was)...maybe because after successfully finishing a 
drawing I feel fine. It is time well spent, no matter 
what others might say.

---

Erik’s artwork (or illustrations) can be found at:

http://www.flickr.com/people/
erikberndt/

expressions

“Venus in Gemini”, Pencil drawing (20x30cm).
New, flourishing cities need to be connected by all means of transportation.
The railway-man's manual will give advice in any situation that may occur .

Below: “Skoda Idyll”. Pencil drawing (20x30cm)
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House-Selling 
Woes
By Cyndi D.

We've had our lovely house up for 
sale since May of last year, when my 
partner Casey was downsized from 
the job that brought us here to 
Texas.  The contract job I was 
working ended in August last year, 
and we've both been looking for 
work since then.  Casey's 
unemployment had run out and 
mine was getting close.  Things 
were getting very tight for us 
financially and we were both 
starting to spiral down into 
depression, when we had some 
good news in the last few weeks.  I 
got a job finally, and there had been 
an offer on our house!

It wasn't a great offer - $15,000 less 
than we paid for the house two 
years ago - but in this market we 
were resigned to the fact that we 
were going to take a loss.  The 
buyer wanted a short turnaround - 
three weeks to closing.  We started 
scrambling immediately - packing, 
finding an apartment, booking a 
mover, switching utilities, etc.  
Yesterday, 11 days from closing and 9 days 
from our move date, we found out - sort of - 
that the buyer was not approved for his 
mortgage.

We are in shock.  The buyer told both his and 
our realtor that his financing was pre-
approved.  He had $90,000 to put down on 
the house.  The two-day "back out" period 
had passed.  Strangely, he informed the title 
company and not his realtor that he couldn't 
get the financing.  The title company called 
our realtor.  Our house is still under contract 
to him until our realtor gets official 
notification that the sale will not happen.

In the meantime, we are sitting here in limbo, 
wondering what to do.  There had been 
another offer on our house at the same time 
as the first, but it was only good until the 
initial buyer's "back out" period ended.  Once 
that happened, the second buyers put an 
offer in on another house.  They may still be 
interested in ours, but they may not be able 
to get out of their current contract.  And at 

any rate, the house can't go back on the 
market until the initial contract is cancelled.

This comes after we had put down a deposit 
on our new apartment, which we won't get 
back.  Also after having to call-in an 

electrician because after the buyer's inspector 
came to our place, the pool motor stopped 
working.  The inspector had turned off the 
electrical switch to the pool, but we didn't 
know that and didn't check because YOU 
NEVER TURN THAT OFF!  Cost us $120 to 
find that out.  In addition, we had gotten rid 
of or sold our extra furniture, including our 
gym equipment, because the apartment 
complex we were moving to has a workout 
facility.  Guess we'll have to get creative with 
ways to get in a workout, since we can't 
afford a gym.  At least we held on to the lawn 
mower, so we won't have to hire a service to 
do that for us.  Oh yes, because the buyer's 
financing didn't go through, he gets his 
earnest money back. 

We had packed away all unnecessary items, 
like decorations and art.  There's nothing on 
our walls, nothing on our shelves.  Boxes are 
everywhere.  Four rooms are completely 
empty.  But now it looks like we're going to 
have get the house in shape for showings 
again.  Rather than unpack everything, we'll 

likely just store the boxes in closets 
or the garage, until we move.  
Whenever that may be. 

I apologize for sounding whiney.  Things 
could be a lot worse.  At least since I have a 
job now, we can afford to keep paying the 
mortgage and bills.  It's just that, we were 
seeing some light at the end of the tunnel, 
and now it looks dark again.

House, n. A hollow edifice erected for the 
habitation of man, rat mouse, beetle cockroach, fly 

mosquito, flea, bacillus and microbe.

Ambrose Pierce, The devil’s Dictionary.

--- 

Houseless, adj. Having paid all taxes on 
household goods.

Ambrose Pierce, The devil’s Dictionary.

“It's in the trees, it's coming!”, Ink on paper by Erik Berndt

http://manifestmagazine.wordpress.com
http://manifestmagazine.wordpress.com
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Be Published!
Manifest is interested in publishing original ideas and creations.

You may send your article, poem, book-review, opinion, short-story, feedback, pictures, interviews, essays to the following email:

i n f o @ m e d i a c o d e x . c o m
If you wish to remain anonymous please say so; otherwise, include one, some or all of the following: your name, age, nickname, location, 
short profile and a picture. 

Attachments should be kept under 3 megabytes. 

Submissions may be edited for clarity.

To Subscribe
All subscriptions are and will always be free. 

Send an email to i n f o @ m e d i a c o d e x . c o m  and write “Subscribe” in the title.

http://manifestmagazine.wordpress.com

Founder and publisher:

Wahyd Vannoni

wahyd.vannoni@mediacodex.com

News and Features Editors: 

Their mission is to find interesting stories which merit publishing in 
Manifest. Get involved!

Kristin Ireland kristin_ireland@hotmail.com Oceania, South 
America

Macha El-Hage macha_elhage@yahoo.fr 

Middle-East

Marwen Mrabet murabetmarwen@hotmail.com Africa

About Manifest Continued from page 1

• Beware of relative statements dressed as absolute
• Know the difference between median and mean and what each reveals
• Forecasting the future is difficult, know and challenge the assumptions 

candidates make

It’s all in the delivery

Look at where the candidates mark a pause when they speak. If they are 
well-prepared, they will pause right after a key word or sentence. This will 
allow you to sort out the main messages the candidates want to get through 
to the audience.

These candidates will be thoroughly prepared in terms of body language. 
Observe where their eyes go after they make a statement (do they go down 
or stare into the audience or camera). Likewise look at the hands and 
fingers, whether they point, tense or stretch. In general, their body language 
should underscore their words; for instance, an open palm with a 
conciliatory message.

If cameras permit, also observe the candidate who is not speaking. Try 
detecting body reactions to what his opponent says..

Winning or losing

There are many other variables to consider during a debate; each subtly 
influencing the other as well as voters. It is likely that at the end of each 
debate, both sides will claim victory. Professionals, in their ultra-objectivity, 
will be left to debate who won and who lost; unless of course one of the two 
candidates makes a horrible blunder.

It is tough to win a debate outright but it is very easy to lose one.

* Souce: http://www.pbs.org/newshour/debatingourdestiny/
debates_campaigns.html

http://www.mediacodex.com/manifest.htm
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