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E d i t o r i a l

Leading 
country 

in 
sports?

In 1984, most Eastern 
Block countries led by the 
Soviet Union boycotted 
the Olympic Games which 
were held in Los Angeles. 
This vacuum, ensured that 
the US won the highest 
number of medals (174) 
almost three times as 
many as West Germany 
(59). Four years earlier, the 
medal count was almost a 
mirror-image. In Moscow, 
the USSR won 195 and 
East Germany 126.

That year, China too 
boycotted the games in 
Moscow so it won no 
medals. Its tally was 
slightly better in 1984 
when China won 32 
medals, as many as Italy 
and Japan did. Not much, 
one would say for a country whose 
population approached one billion. On 
the other hand, both Italy and Japan 
were substantially wealthier than China 
in terms of gross domestic product 
(GDP).

This year in Beijing, the US won more 
medals than any other country (110). 
China came second with 100. The 
question is this: is relatively poor China 
better than the US if one accounts for 
both population size and wealth?

What about a country like Cuba which 
only earned 24 medals but ranked 76th 
in terms of population and 84th in 
terms of GDP (CIA Factbook data)?

On page 5 is a table that ranks countries 
by number of medals adjusted for 
population and wealth. Included are all 
the countries that won up to 10 medals 
in Beijing. Then the number of medals 
was divided by two penalising factors: 
population and wealth. In other words 
if countries A and B have 10 medals, the 
best of the two in sports will be the one 

that achieved these medals with less 
population and wealth.

A more comprehensive study should 
take into account medals earned in at 
least the last three olympic games.

Nonetheless a few arguments with 
foreign relatives might be settled from 
this table.
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Once 
upon a time 

“ 1 September ”

1715
Louis XIV dies after a 
reign of 72 years—the 
longest of any major 
European monarch.

1972
Bobby Fischer beats 
Boris Spassky, becoming 
Chess World Champion.

1 Septembre 2008 / Issue 3     The only publication where no sentences are left without a verb and none begins with “and”.

“Vae, puto, deus fio”. Alas, I think I am becoming a God. Suetonius (Life of Vespasian 23.4)

“Pharaoh and his wife”, by James Cuetara
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Le Mondial de 
la Bière à 
Montreal.
In the early 1990’s three men, Blair, Rome and 
Lalumière were studying tourism. One day, as 
they were having a beer, they entertained the 
idea of starting a beer festival together. 

Jeaninne Marois, the President of the Mondial 
de la Bière talks about the history of the 
festival and gives advice to anyone thinking 
about starting one.

Louis Rome was living near my marketing and 
graphic art office. One morning he dropped by 
and asked me if I could make a feasibility study 
for their idea which was still a secret at the time. 
In particular, they wanted me to help he and his 
two partners test the interest of potential clients 
which included a long list of people in the 
business and of course the breweries.

They wanted to create a new event in Montreal as 
important as other festivals in the world.

By that time, I had earned a MBA degree with a 
focus on marketing and small business 
management. I had worked for 3 years as a 
consultant in communication and assistant to the 
general manager of the Salon des métiers d'art 
(this is where I took my experience in festival 
management). Then I opened a  marketing and 
graphical arts office (Marois conception visuelle 
marketing). 

At first, their aim was not to make Quebec beer 
known internationally. This came later when I 
saw that to make the festival a real success we 
needed to import a good amount of beer from all 
over the world!

It turns out that there existed a potential market 
for a beer-tasting festival in Montréal. We 
launched the event on June 16, 1994 at the 
esplanade of Place des Arts. Then, a heat wave 
hit the festival for four days. We hosted 20,000 
people that first year.

In 1995  the Mondial moves to the Old Port of 
Montréal on the Jacques Cartier Pier. The 
Mondial benefited from traffic for the summer 
fireworks, and moved its closing time to half an 
hour after midnight. 

In 1996 the Mondial moved to a different part of 
the Old Port. The area, the Bonsecours basin, was 
more complex to manage and costly to 
administer. 

The site at Bonsecours Basin was charming 
enough to keep the Mondial there in 1997 despite 
logistical tie-ups. The Mondial moved to a 10-day 
schedule to counter unreliable weather and to 
keep the Mondial growing. The liquor board of 
Québec, the Société des Alcools du Québec 
(SAQ), came on board, installing a bistro where 
workshops on beer are held over the 10-day 
festival. The waiters-race becomes one of the 
most popular events of the festival: Attendance:  
51,000.

In 1998, in collaboration with the SAQ, the 
Mondial de la bière launched the first 
international beer competition. Unfortunately, 
eight days of rain brought the number of visitors 
down to 45,000.

2001 the Year of Reflection

The Mondial de la bière was now eight years old. 
Participating brewers called for the event to 
revert back to a five-day format to save on 
human resource and promotion costs. The old 
port site, magnificent as it is, no longer seemed to 
fit the bill. An eight-day heat-wave was followed 
by a weekend of rain. An ending which caused a 
period of reflection on new directions. 

In 2002, the Mondial de la 
bière moved to Windsor 
Station and Courtyard, a 
fantastic site for a new 
festival that has re-emerged 
as a five-day event. In 
addition, the entry fee was 
eliminated in a move to 
attract downtown people 
seeking a lunchtime or 
suppertime meal, as well as 
the happy hour clientèle. 

Tents were put-up beneath 

the glass roof of the site which keeps up the 
traditional festival ambience. The original 
founder Vincent Blair moved on to pursue a 
career in tourism and broadcasting, though he 
still keeps his link to the Mondial as 
spokesperson and consultant. 

2003 Expanding the range of tastes.

The Mondial de la bière 2003 celebrated its 10th 
anniversary with a program featuring 17 
workshops, which include culinary 
demonstrations, mix-and-match sessions, and 
workshops on cheese. The SAQ bistro was once 
again on-site. Also featured are pavilions for 
Québec cider, as well as scotch, whisky and port 
from all corners of the globe. Food selections 
were more numerous and more varied than ever, 
with many fine cuisine regional products. A 
special beer was produced for the 10th 
anniversary, the Mondix Ale, an imperial pale ale 
brewed by brew pub Dieu du Ciel!. The Mondial 
opened a new chapter toward the discovery of 
new flavours, from Québec and the world.  
(continued next page)

experiences

Beer and fine gastronomy reception - May 30th, 2008 at Le Windsor-Ballrooms.
Photo credit:  Olivier Gariépy

View of Montreal
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The keys to success

What is important to know for people who 
want to start a festival, is that location is the 
biggest part of success. Having a charming 
spot near the water is not enough; you have 
to have a location where people have a habit 
of going to and where they don’t have to 
walk too much if you have an outdoor site.

In addition, the city needs a critical mass in 
terms of population. For a beer festival in 
particular, you  need to know all the import 
laws and rules to avoid making big mistakes 
which end-up costing you a lot.

All this was and still is very hard work. We 
had to reinvest a lot (the biggest reason why 
my partners went away) for the first few 
years. It really started to be a success when 
the festival moved downtown (with indoor 
and outdoor facilities) and changed the 
concept towards free entry: two  very 
important factors!

Local partners

It is also essential for a festival to have local 
authorities on board.

The Société des alcools du Québec (SAQ) is a 
good partner. By law we must import all our 
products throught them. We also need the 
approval of the Régie des alcools des courses 
et des jeux (RACJ) as well as the Police de 
Montréal. Respecting and knowing all the 
rules is very important particularly when 
dealing with alcohol.

Brewers

Also important is the relationship you have 
with the exhibitors, in this case the breweries. 
In Montreal the weather is a factor. It is hard 
to attract enough people when it rains. The 
festival was not only too long but also the 
dates were too late in the season for the 
brewers (3rd week of June). 

They were the ones who suggested changing 
the date and the number days. That saved the 
festival. You need to listen to your clients to 
have a good business.

Goals and Vision

When we started the festival however, there 
were around 10 micro breweries; now there 
are over 70.

The Mondial de la bière of Montréal is 
getting increasingly famous both for the 
quality of its international imports and that 
of the Quebec brewers. In 2009 we are 

looking forward to hosting beers from Japan, 
Sweden and Denmark amongst other.

Mondial de la Bière: selected data for 2008

Dates: 28 May to 1 June.

Opening hours: Wednesday to Saturday 11:00 
a.m. to 10:00 p.m. — Sunday, 11:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. for 5 days. 

Location: Windsor Station and Courtyard 
Indoor/outdoor site. 1160, de la Gauchetière 
West, Montréal

Admission: Free Entrance — Tastings $1.00 
per coupon and $8.00 per souvenir mug

1 to 5 coupons per tasting – for the majority 
of beers

Each tasting – 3 – 4 ounces

More than 123 breweries, (breweries (100), 
cider producers and others

More than 235 new products (beers (223), 
ciders, wines)

More than 450 products featured: beers, 
ciders, wines and other beverages.

15 Beer specially 
brewed for the 
15th edition.

Our Cheeses 
Terrace/Media-
group from the 
Fédération des 
producteurs de lait 
du Québec

- 18 workshops on 
cheese and beer/
cider with André 
Piché

- 5 workshops on beer : Organic beer - 
Imported beer - cooking with craft beer - 
Chocale and beer - Sake

---

Contact:

Jeannine Marois MBA

Présidente

Mondial de la bière

2236, rue Beaubien Est,

Montréal (Québec) H2G 1M7

Tél.: 514-722-9640 # 223

Fax : 514-722-8467

service@maroiscvm.com 

or

mbiere@globetrotter.net

NEXT MONDIAL... 3 - 7 June 2009

www.festivalmondialbiere.qc.ca

mailto:service@maroiscvm.com
mailto:service@maroiscvm.com
mailto:mbiere@globetrotter.net
mailto:mbiere@globetrotter.net
http://www.festivalmondialbiere.qc.ca
http://www.festivalmondialbiere.qc.ca
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Since his childhood, James Cuetara has 
been interested in drawing and painting.  He 
has been inspired by surrealists such as 
Escher and Dali.

He has been exhibited in Brookline, MA 
where he lives. He teaches art to 
developmentally disabled adults. James 
became a positive influence on 3 September 
1980 the day he had his last drink.

James, how long does it take to sketch this piece on 
the right?

One month overall, a couple of hours at a time. People 
often ask me “aren't you done yet?” they don't see the 
details that need to be fixed.

This piece started as something different: like an egg 
coming apart. I drew that at first and I let it go 
wherever it goes.

Why did you put a squirrel? 

Well I was in a Starbucks while I was drawing this. 
The guy next to me was irritating me by putting his 
newspaper too close to me. I also put it to make the picture warmer. Also I 
realised one night that a lot of the elements were wrong and I fixed them. For 
instance, the tube that goes from the middle left through the body in the 
middle of the picture had the wrong perspective.

When did you start drawing?

I just started doing it on my own. In high school there were 2 or 3 of us who 
were inspired by Dali or Escher. I took the regular art classes that were part of 

high school curriculum. I dropped a 
college art class because I couldn't 
stand the teacher.

Mostly, I taught myself to draw 
around 15 years ago by drawing 
difficult things from photographs like 
the mask of king tut.

When I do portraits I pick people 
who have an ambivalent look like 
Judy Davis (left).

I did one of Lyndon Johnson which 
was educational. By drawing him I 
found out a lot about him, the good 
and the bad... arrogance, kindness, 
sensitivity, egomania. just by getting 
one line right, I saw what that 

expressed from him. I studied theater as a graduate student so maybe that's 
how I manage to enter into the minds of the subjects I draw.

What do you use to draw and where?

I use 10 different softness levels of pencils and smudges: one of the least 
expensive art forms in the world.

It's easier to draw in coffee houses because I need the distraction once in a 
while.

How did you learn perspective?

From books but there isn't that much to learn. There is a lot that isn't in books. 
Basically, you learn by doing. You have to know how to measure space and 
the place of things in it as they recede. Sometimes I do it by the rules and 
sometimes I do it by sight, by what looks right to me. 

As it goes along it becomes about something. It became about my search for a 
girlfriend on match.com . This is me in the round totem face and the person 
with a wing is the woman. It is also about time... the tube represents slices of 
time.

What’s next for you?

I would like to draw more about time, for example a four-dimensional cube, 
the fourth dimension is outside time, like Marcel Duchamps.

---

James’ artwork can be found at:

http://picasaweb.google.com/jamescuetara
email: emajus@yahoo.com

expressions

“Slices of life”: 27 cm x 35 cm, 11 in x 14 in

http://picasaweb.google.com/jamescuetara
http://picasaweb.google.com/jamescuetara


S E Q U O I A  C L U B

Nullam arcu leo, facilisis ut 5

Be Published!
Manifest is interested in publishing original ideas and creations.

You may send your article, poem, book-review, opinion, short-story, feedback, pictures, interviews, essays to the following email:

i n f o @ m e d i a c o d e x . c o m
If you wish to remain anonymous please say so; otherwise, include one, some or all of the following: your name, age, nickname, location, 
short profile and a picture. 

Attachments should be kept under 3 megabytes. 

Submissions may be edited for clarity.

To Subscribe
All subscriptions are and will always be free. 

Send an email to i n f o @ m e d i a c o d e x . c o m  and write “Subscribe” in the title.

http://manifestmagazine.wordpress.com

Founder and publisher:

Wahyd Vannoni

wahyd.vannoni@mediacodex.com

News and Features Editors: 

Their mission is to find interesting stories which 
merit publishing in Manifest. Get involved!

Kristin Ireland kristin_ireland@hotmail.com 
Oceania, South America

Macha El-Hage macha_elhage@yahoo.fr 

Middle-East

Marwen Mrabet murabetmarwen@hotmail.com 
Africa

About Manifest Country Population GDP Medals Medals/
GDP and 

Pop.
Jamaica 3 11 11 0,333

Cuba 11 45 24 0,0485

Belarus 9 44 19 0,048

Kenya 37 29 14 0,0130

Kazakhstan 15 103 13 0,00841

Hungary 10 138 10 0,0072

Norway 5 391 10 0,0051

Ukraine 46 140 27 0,00419

Australia 21 908 46 0,00241

Netherlands 16 768 16 0,00130

South Korea 48 957 31 0,000675

Poland 38 420 10 0,0006

Russia 141 1289 72 0,000396

Canada 33 1432 18 0,000381

Great Britain 61 2772 47 0,000278

Spain 46 1438 18 0,000272

France 64 2560 40 0,00024

Italy 59 2104 28 0,000226

Germany 82 3322 41 0,000151

Brazil 190 1313 15 0,0000601

Japan 128 4383 25 0,0000446

USA 305 13843 110 0,0000261

China 1325 3250 100 0,00002

Population in millions and GDP in ($ 000,000,000,000). Sources: IMF and CIA factbook. 

The higher the ration Medals/(GDP x Population) the better.

http://www.mediacodex.com/manifest.htm
http://www.mediacodex.com/manifest.htm
mailto:wahyd.vannoni@mediacodex.com
mailto:wahyd.vannoni@mediacodex.com
mailto:kristin_ireland@hotmail.com
mailto:kristin_ireland@hotmail.com
mailto:macha@yahoo.fr
mailto:macha@yahoo.fr
mailto:murabetmarwen@hotmail.com
mailto:murabetmarwen@hotmail.com

