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Once 
upon a time 

“ 1 February ”

1814 - Mayon Volcano, 
in the Philippines, 
erupts, killing around 
1,200 people; most 
devastating 
eruption of 
Mayon 
Volcano.

1861 - American Civil 
War: Texas secedes from 
the United States.

1 February 2009 / Issue 12     The only publication where no sentences are left without a verb and none begins with “and”.

The cost of liberty is less than the price of oppression -  W.E.B. Dubois American Social Reformer and activist 1868-1963

Editorial

“In Search of Lost 
Time” in Mumbai
Set and filmed in India, “Slumdog Millionaire” tells the 
story of a young uneducated man from the Dharavi slums 
of Mumbai who appears on the Indian version of “Who 
Wants to Be a Millionaire?” (Kaun Banega Crorepati, 
mentioned in the Hindi version) and exceeds people's 
expectations, arousing the suspicions of the game show 
host and of law enforcement officials.

Slumdog Millionaire won five of the six awards it was 
nominated for at the Critics' Choice Awards and all four of 
the awards it was nominated for at the Golden Globes, 
including Best Drama Film. It has also been nominated for 
eleven BAFTA Awards and ten Academy Awards.

So what is it about the film that makes it such a hit?

“It digs into India's gritty depths, where it juxtaposes 
squalor, exploitation and corruption with humanity's fight 
to overcome it. Elements are predictable, but the movie 
never is slight, in large part due to its superb cast” says 
one reviewer.

“A spirited underdog fable marinated in modern India's 
melting pot. Danny Boyle's still the master of spices” says 
another.

Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun Times gave the film four 
stars, stating that it is, "a breathless, exciting story, 
heartbreaking and exhilarating. Wall Street Journal critic 
Joe Morgenstern refers to Slumdog Millionaire as, "the film 
world's first globalized masterpiece.

Indeed, many story-lines are intertwined and brought to 
conclusion with elegance and purpose. For instance, it 
could be said that the film is about finding several paths to 
redemption. The two brothers part way when the older, 
finds an opportunity to exact revenge while the younger 
advocates compassion. From there, their moral paths 
diverge though their fates are intertwined. In the end they 
both find find the peace they had been seeking.

Ultimately, this film is a success because, it is about 
memory, more exactly, the relationship between emotion 
and memory. 

In the novel “In Search of Lost Time”, Marcel Proust 
recounts an anodyne episode, that of the madeleine.

“I raised to my lips a spoonful of the tea in which I had soaked a 
morsel of the cake. No sooner had the warm liquid mixed with the 

crumbs touched my palate than a shudder ran through me and I 
stopped, intent upon the extraordinary thing that was happening 
to me. An exquisite pleasure had invaded my senses, something 

isolated, detached, with no suggestion of its origin.”

The central theme in Proust’s opus is memory; likewise, 
“Jamal” the Slumdog, knows all the answers to the 
questions of the game, because each is associated with a 
particularly emotional episode.

Until recently men thought that memory was akin to 
recording machine, a DVD player, a cassette player, a 
phonograph, depending on the epoch.

Now we know that memory needs an emotion to capture 
an event and make sure it is recallable for as long as 
possible.

This is why, you will be able to say where you were to your 
grandchildren the day and time Barak Obama became the 
44th president of the United States. 

Wahyd Vannoni

Washington D.C. 20 / January / 2009
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Starting-up a 
company in India.
Leo Mavely is founder and CEO of Axio 
Biosolutions in Ahmedabad India. In this 
interview, he shares his experience, while dispelling 
a few myths, about starting-up a company in India.

Please tell us a little bit of your professional 
career up to the point where you started Axio 
Biosolutions Pvt. Ltd

Axio Biosolutions was started in 2007 as an 
incubated project at NirmaLabs, Ahmedabad 
(one of its kind technology business incubator 
supported by Department of Science & 
Technology, Govt. of India.). To fulfill my wish 
to be an entrepreneur at the earliest, I joined 
NirmaLabs soon after completing my Bachelor 
degree in Biotechnology Engineering from 
Delhi. During my college days, as part of 
various events we had developed lab scale 
Microfluidic models using biopolymers with 
the help from my mentor, Dr. Amit Asthana. 
This practical experience gave me the 
confidence to develop biopolymer based 
affordable medical devices.

It was during my grooming stage at 
Nirmalabs, that I came up with this idea of 
biopolymer based affordable hemostatic 
medical device to stop profuse bleeding due to 
traumatic injuries. Initial Proof-of-concept 
development was supported by NirmaLabs 
itself by providing a seedfund of upto Rs. 20 
Lacs (~50,000 USD). Following the proof-of-
concept, we spun off from the incubator as a 
private limited company in 2008. 

How easy is it to start a company in India?

Post liberalization and opening of economy, 
starting a company in India has become much 
more easier. To give you some numbers, we 
registered our company and started our 
operations within just 15 days of filling first 
form and by pooling in few lacs of rupees. 
These figures could vary from state to state in 
India. We being at Gujarat, which is one of the 
most entrepreneur friendly state in India, had 
the advantage of being at the right place. 
However with growth of  entrepreneurial eco-
systems like incubators and other 
infrastructure, starting a company from 
scratch is not difficult any more in India.

How easy is it to hire the right management 
team and employees?

We being a small startup, hasn't really gone all 
out to recruit many. But the response we are 

getting from the prospective associates are 
encouraging. However in India, working for a 
startup hasn't been looked upon as a feasible 
career option by experienced professionals. So 
though getting freshers seems to be easy, 
hiring experienced and skilled workforce still 
remains an issue to startups. We hope this 
situation would change once there are more 
success stories from startups, which could 
then be emulated.

What have been / are your greatest challenges?

At Gujarat, from where we are operating we 
are fortunate to have uninterrupted power 
supply 24*7 due to privatization of power 
sector. But in many other states, industries 
solely depend on backup options such as fuel 
generators or electric UPS. 

Strikes are also unheard of here in Gujarat 
mostly coz of industry development priority 
by the ruling parties. But its not the case in 
Kerala or West Bengal were predominantly 
strikes are being promoted by Communist 
ruling parties. For industries over there, it is a 
major HR problem to tackle.

Lower compensation is not really proportional 
to lower standard of work at higher levels. 
Yea, that argument could be true across 
industries where you only 'work force' to do 
pre-set work (such as BPO, IT services etc.). 
But in other industries too, the compensation 
to skilled professionals to do even R&D work 
is comparatively lower. This also reflects in the 
operational expenses.

Our (Axio) future plan is to research and 
develop affordable solutions to healthcare 
domain, focusing on pre-hospital and post 
surgery wound care.

As we operate in an emerging field like 
Medical Devices, we face very specific 
challenges related to getting licenses and other 
regulatory clearance from Government 

authorities. Unlike regulated markets like US 
and EU, India still does not have a clear 
regulatory pathway for medical devices. This 
creates a stumbling roadblock for startups as 
time, money and effort which could well be 
spent on product development is 
unnecessarily being spent on getting a clarity 
in terms of product classification and 
regulatory clearances. 

This is a challenge specific to the industry we 
are operating in. Raising finances which is 
usually described as a major challenge in 
India, hasn't been a challenge for us until now. 

In general, what are the advantages and  
disadvantages of doing business in India?

Doing business in India is different in various 
states. Advantages include affordable 
workforce, lower operating expenses, huge 
and unserved markets, emerging economy, 
availability of skilled labor, availability of 
funds at various stages. Disadvantages include 
bureaucratic hurdles, lack of support systems, 
lack of uninterrupted power (specific to some 
states), labor problems (specific to some 
states), lack of willingness amongst 
professionals to work for a startup. 

Tell us a bit about the market you are in and 
what kind of solution you provide to this 
market?

Axio Biosolutions was formed on the basic 
premise of providing affordable medical 
solutions. We are utilizing the expertise in 
biopolymer modification to come up with 
efficient medical devices in unserved markets. 

Our first product is Hemostatic medical device 
to stop profuse bleeding from traumatic 
injuries. We are in the process of getting 
regulatory clearance for the same, following 
which it would be the first of its kind product 
available in Indian market.

Are you affected by the financial crisis and if 
so, how are you coping?

Apart from a low response from funding 
agencies, we haven't been affected by any 
recession so 
far. 

Leo Mavely

Founder CEO

Axio 
Sosolutions 
Pvt. Ltd

Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat, India

http://axiobio.googlepages.com/about

experiences
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My “36 Hours”
By Jeremy Hay

It is the season of Chinese New Year, the first to 
see a darker-skinned mixed race man in the 
American White House and I am a Eurasian in 
LOS ANGELES, a man half Chinese and 
seeking a celebration.  

So at 12:00 I am rushing through the doors of 
The Hump, a sushi bar extraordinaire at 
SANTA MONICA AIRPORT, calling for a plate 
of shitaki mushrooms and bonito broth.  High 
noon, baby, and here I am, on the cusp of all I 
love: This smashing, unraveling, confounding 
world.  So if change has come I must go first to 
where change must come, to RAMALLAH, in 
the Palestinian West Bank, to spend 13:00 to 
15:00 along the city’s main drag, 
RUKAB STREET, looking for 
Palestinians to drink coffee with and 
speak to me about the late poet, 
Mahmoud Darwish, and to read me his 
poems in Arabic.   

Which puts me eventually in the mood 
for something of another order in which 
to absorb the poetry I’ve been given.  I 
find it, along with reef sharks that 
shadow me through the emerald water, 
in Thailand, on the island of Koh Tao, at 
Aow Leuk, a beach marked private but 
open to all.  The best kind of privacy; 
quiet and open: from 1500 to 1700.  In 
which I work up a thirst that I satisfy at 
Hanalei Bay, on the north end of Kauai, 
HAWAII. Pick up a haupia shaved ice 
from a shave ice cart on the road 
leading to the park, and wait, from 1715 
to 1815, for the legendary flash of green 
as the sun hits the water.   

That edginess I’m feeling now is a 
desire, polished to a point by hours of 
laissez faire sand, sea and sun, for a 
graduated counterpoint to tropical 
serenity.  I find it in Chicago, at THE 
Oak Street Beach, where we stroll for an 
hour, until 19:15, with a thousand from 
among the millions in this City of Broad 
Shoulders, all of us looking for a relief 
from economic storm, the John Hancock 
Center glowing behind us with the last 
of daylight, before us Lake Michigan 
reaching for the horizon.  A day that starts 
with celebration must end with a special 
meal, roast guinea pig, a Peruvian delicacy 
reserved for rare occasions, at a café in Cusco, 
on the Plaza de Armas, from 19:15 to 21:00. 

Which puts me in mind of economies that work 
and those that don’t, those relegated and those 
resurgent, and so to Shanghai from 21:00 to 
22:30 for an after dinner stroll around the 
wharves of The Bund, which leads me to M on 
the Bund, a white linen joint for hipsters and 
bankers both, where cocktails come with a view 
overlooking the Pudong, Shanghai’s 
commercial heartbeat, and to a terrace table 
where I query men in linen and women in silk 
about how, in these dangerous days, they make 
their treasure. 

So to bed, dreaming of the next bubble and of 
what it may be made, in a bed and breakfast in 
the Old City of Istanbul, once, when 
Constantinople, a mad pulse of the tulip craze, 
waking at 0700 to the muezzin’s call from the 
Blue Mosque, the day rung open with, as Alan 
Cowell described them, the semitones of Arab 

history. 

Leading me, because one cannot travel, even in 
peace, without intersecting with conflict’s lines, 

to Duhok, in northern Iraq, land of the Kurds, 
where I sip coffee in the bazaar until 0800, 
wondering at how loss and gain, territory and 
lives of the spirit can spin such havoc while, all 
the while, commerce carries on and is there, in 
that, beyond all the Washington Consensus 
pablum and agenda, a thread of hope? 

Such wonderings bring on hunger to be 
satisfied back in THAILAND, but now in 
BANGKOK, in the neighborhood of SATHON, 
at a clean-as-a-whistle family restaurant on a 
slam-a-jam chaotic block of Rama IV Road, 
where the freshest Hainanese chicken dish 
imaginable sends us off, at 08:45, fortified into 
the day. 

Which finds me next in the mountains of 
Kanagawa Prefecture, above Tokyo, still hoping 

to determine the shape of things, at the 
Hakone Open Air Museum, exploring 
what master sculptor Henry Moore 
explored, wandering until 10:00 through 
this exhibit of Moore’s heads and bodies, 
to see whether I can see what he saw. 

An exhilarating but exhausting exercise 
that delivers me, in need of sustenance, 
to another center of artistry, Lucca, in 
Tuscany, Italy, though I am here to 
explore and creative aspiration, the art of 
olive oil, which I indulge with fresh 
loaves on the Piazza dell’Anfiteatro, 
soaking in, gratefully, until 11:00, the 
centuries. 

Somehow, that takes me to, 
unexpectedly, HANOI, in the OLD 
QUARTER, on Ma May Street.  The 
streets are narrow and slanting and full 
with ancient marketplace rhythms laying 
down new world riffs.  Which is what I 
want today, a crossing between the old 
and new, of the acceptance of what is 
and the refusal to give in and the hope 
for what can be.  Which I find here, on a 
corner, on a little red plastic stool at an 
outdoor eating stall that arrives here 
most days before NOON,12:00 again,  
run by two young women with smiles 
and an astonishing sense of mis-en-place, 
dishing up bun (pron. boon) , noodle by 
the bowlful, carrying on their business 
amid the madding crowd.

Jeremy Hay is a “journalist 
entranced, intrigued and sometimes 

bewildered by the possibilities offered by [his] 
trade. “

http://includemedia.wordpress.com

Hanoi’s Old Quarter:  byMike Colvin from Manchester UK

expressions

http://includemedia.wordpress.com
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Uncornered Markets
In December 2006, Audrey and Dan left their 
secure jobs and comfortable lifestyle in Prague, 
Czech Republic for a creative sabbatical: traveling 
the world, taking photographs and sharing stories 
about people from all walks of life. While Audrey 
had accumulated a respectable international 
experience, “Dan took his first trip abroad at the 
ripe old age of 26.”

Comprehensive accounts of their trips as well 
as more information can be found at

www.uncorneredmarket.com/

How did you and Dan and meet?

Completely by chance.  I drove cross-country 
from Virginia to Monterey, California to begin 
graduate school at the Monterey Institute for 
International Studies. On the 
day I arrived, Dan was visiting 
a school friend who was on 
leave from the army in Korea 
and dating one of the women 
in the house where I would be 
living. Dan and his friend 
helped me unpack my 
car...and the rest is history. We 
spent the next nine months 
swapping weekends between 
Monterey and San Francisco 
and the following two years 
exchanging visits between San 
Francisco and Estonia during 
my service in the Peace Corps. 

How did this idea mature and 
did you have "uncornered market" in mind 
straight-away or did this come later?       

      After months of planning and outreach, we 
moved from San Francisco to Prague in 
December 2001.  Provided we could find 
engaging work, we had intended to stay for a 
couple of years.  Within a couple of months of 
our arrival in Prague, we both found jobs.  We 
enjoyed our lifestyle there and stayed for five 
years.  We could easily have remained longer, 
but our curiosity about the rest of the world 
and our desire to live our lives without regrets 
pulled us in a new direction. 

       

      As we considered our objectives for this 
journey, we determined that we not only 
wanted to travel and experience, but also to 
challenge ourselves creatively and 
professionally by sharing what we observed, 
what we learned.  That’s the genesis of the 
website.  The left-brained orientation of the 
work we had been doing (e.g., project 
management, financial transparency, 
operational and legal compliance) would stand 

in stark contrast to the writing, 
photography, marketing and branding efforts 
for Uncornered Market that would provide us 
focus as we traveled. 

What is the purpose of uncornered market?

- To share observations, human stories, and 
images from our journey with the goal of 
introducing readers to new parts of the world 
and attaching a human face to lesser-known 
regions of the world (e.g., Central Asia).

- To broaden the types of conversations we are 
a part of.

- To provide a platform for our creative 
expression.

- To demonstrate our skills to potential clients 
and employers in the form of an active living 
resume and portfolio.

Tell us about 1 or 2 people you met in your 
travels that, for whatever reason, you 
remember? 

      Oh, there are lots of people we remember!

Adrianne and Rick (above centre)   and  really 
inspired us and continually demonstrate how 
grassroots development work and individual 
involvement in communities can really work. 
They are a Canadian couple who travel to 
Thailand and Cambodia for about three 
months each year to work with orphanages, 
children’s hospitals, fair trade organizations 
and more. For example, this year they are 
spending some of their time Thai border with 
Burmese refugees where they will partner with 
a local organization to help build and fund a 
school for refugees. Then they’ll go to 
Cambodia to follow up on other projects. 

      They raise money in Canada and spend 
100% of their proceeds on projects. In order to 

cover their own costs, they buy Cambodian 
crafts and sell them back in Canada. They have 
been returning to Cambodia for over 7 years, 
so they have strong relationships with local 
organizations and leaders. They have a sharp 
focus on sustainability; they listen to the needs 
of the community.

      We met Dave – an American history high 
school teacher from Madison, Wisconsin – 
during our travels in Turkmenistan.  He has a 
love of life and when school ends, he’s on the 
first plane out of the country. His energy is 
infectious, he always makes people laugh and 
he’s one of the few people who could find a 
disco in the middle of the Turkmen desert. We 
imagine his energy translates well to the high 
school students he teaches.

Do you ever get sick of each 
other? 

      Occasionally (smiles).  I 
think it’s natural to tire of 
anything that you have to live 
with 24 hours a day.  That 
said, we travel incredibly well 
together because our travel 
styles and values are 
compatible.  We’re learned to 
create mental and personal 
space, even in the face of 
limited physical space (read: 
small guest house rooms in 
Asia).  We recognize that we 
each have different skills that 
complement each other on the 
road and in our work.  Stress 

and conflict both come with the 
territory, particularly when we take into 
consideration the business aspects of our 
adventure.

What is the worst part / best part of what you 
do? 

      The most rewarding aspect of our 
enterprise: continuous learning.  We find 
ourselves surrounded by new people and 
stimuli, we are challenged to understand new 
cultures and countries quickly, and we are 
presented with opportunities to meet and 
connect with inspiring people.

     The most challenging aspect of our 
enterprise is mental exhaustion from having to 
be “on” when we travel.  We are constantly 
observing, trying to find meaning and 
interacting with people.  This is satisfying, but 
we also reach limits.

      

Continued, next page.

    

experiences
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In the next edition:
Rob Carey, teacher, artist.

“I grew up in Southern California. Shortly out of 
high school I enlisted the army, served for four 
years in Texas and Korea, then returned to 
California, where I married, and attended Biola 
University, earning a degree in Elementary 
Education. 

I then taught for 3 years in the public school 
system. During my time in Korea I had 
experienced a type of spiritual renewal, opening 
myself to the possibility of full-time overseas 
Christian work, if the possibility ever came about. 
The opportunity presented itself to my wife and I 
in the form of teaching at a missionary school in 
Germany. We were doing a short-term missionary 
trip in the Czech Republic in 1996 and had the 
chance to visit the school. That’s all it took...”

http://www.kunst-by-rob.blogspot.com/

experiencesexperiences

Continued from last page.

When people first learn of what we are doing, 
they often imagine that we spend our times on 
beaches sipping pina coladas.  More often than 
not, we are riding grimy buses, sleeping in 
difficult conditions, and moving constantly.  
People who have traveled for extended periods 
of time understand that the lifestyle is hard 
work but also exceptionally rewarding.  That 
we are trying to accomplish some business 
objectives along the way makes it doubly 
challenging.

Best/worst surprise in your trips? 

Superlatives are difficult. 

            Perhaps the best surprise: a continual 
lesson regarding how little we need to live. 
Our life has become quite simplified (our 
equipment aside) and we’ve learned even more 
to appreciate the little things in life. 

       

      Worst surprise, we’re not quite sure. 
Perhaps the effect of pollution in developing 
countries and the collective disregard for the 
earth in many communities.  We’ve seen hills 

and desert plains covered in plastic bags.  It 
was not uncommon for us to see people 
throughout Asia (Singapore excepted) 
throwing trash out of train windows and on 
the ground without any sense that this might 
have a negative effect on the environment they 
are leaving for their children and 
grandchildren.  In China, the level of pollution 
– particularly in large cities - was striking.  It’s 
frightening to consider that many of these 
economies and their consumption patterns are 
only likely to expand.

You have met by now a good cross-section of 
humanity... how do you feel about our species? 

      We’ve been humbled and touched by the 
generosity of people who have very, very little.  
We have been given lunch, invited for tea and 
into homes without any expectation of 
compensation. This gives us hope in humanity 
and demonstrates the power of hospitality and 
caring for others. 

       

      Unfortunately, not everyone shares these 
values.  We have experienced our share of 

cheats and rip-offs.  These experiences are 
confined mainly to touristy areas near popular 
hostels, tourist sights, souvenir shops, etc. We 
try to limit our exposure in these areas as much 
as we can and spend our time instead walking 
the streets and visiting food markets or street 
food areas outside the main flow of tourist 
traffic. 

What do you expect from your next trip? 

      We expect to travel throughout Central and 
South America next.  We are confident in our 
ability to maneuver around any city/country 
in Asia. This will be our first significant travel 
to the Americas.  We expect some sensory 
overload as we attempt to grasp new cultures, 
language (we need to learn Spanish), foods, 
patterns of travel, etc. 

      We hope to connect and partner with local 
organizations and international NGOs on a 
couple of projects.  Those efforts should anchor 
us and help us dig deeper into the cultures and 
communities we visit.

http://www.uncorneredmarket.com/

SBB Basel Main Train Station, by Rob Carey

http://www.kunst-by-rob.blogspot.com
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The 44 presidents of United States

1 George Washington (1789-97)
2 John Adams, 1797-1801 (Federalist)
3 Thomas Jefferson, 1801-9 (Democratic-
Republican)
4 James Madison, 1809-17 (Democratic-
Republican)
5 James Monroe, 1817-25 (Democratic-
Republican)
6 John Quincy Adams, 1825-29 
(Democratic-Republican)
7 Andrew Jackson, 1829-37 (Democrat)
8 Martin Van Buren, 1837-41 (Democrat)
9 William Henry Harrison, 1841 (Whig)
10 John Tyler, 1841-45 (Whig)
11 James Knox Polk, 1845-49 (Democrat)
12 Zachary Taylor, 1849-50 (Whig)
13 Millard Fillmore, 1850-53 (Whig)
14 Franklin Pierce, 1853-57 (Democrat)
15 James Buchanan, 1857-61 (Democrat)
16 Abraham Lincoln, 1861-65 (Republican)
17 Andrew Johnson, 1865-69 (Democrat/
National Union)
18 Ulysses Simpson Grant, 1869-77 
(Republican)
19 Rutherford Birchard Hayes, 1877-81 
(Republican)
20 James Abram Garfield, 1881 (Republican)

21 Chester Alan Arthur, 1881-85 (Republican)
22 Grover Cleveland, 1885-89 (Democrat)
23 Benjamin Harrison, 1889-93 (Republican)
24 Grover Cleveland, 1893-97 (Democrat)
25 William McKinley, 1897-1901 (Republican)
26 Theodore Roosevelt, 1901-9 (Republican)
27 William Howard Taft, 1909-13 (Republican)

28 Woodrow Wilson, 1913-21 (Democrat)
29 Warren Gamaliel Harding, 1921-23 
(Republican)
30 Calvin Coolidge, 1923-29 (Republican)
31 Herbert Clark Hoover, 1929-33 
(Republican)
32 Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 1933-45 
(Democrat)
33 Harry S Truman, 1945-53 (Democrat)
34 Dwight David Eisenhower, 1953-61 
(Republican)
35 John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 1961-63 
(Democrat)
36 Lyndon Baines Johnson, 1963-69 
(Democrat)
37 Richard Milhous Nixon, 1969-74 
(Republican)
38 Gerald Rudolph Ford Jr , 1974-77 
(Republican)
39 James Earl Carter, 1977-81 (Democrat)
40 Ronald Wilson Reagan, 1981-89 

(Republican)
41 George Herbert Walker Bush, 1989-1993 
(Republican)
42 William Jefferson Clinton, 1993- 
2001(Democrat)
43 George W. Bush, 2001- (Republican) 
44 Barak Hussein Obama- (Democrat)
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